Moral Development




Piaget’s idea (1965)

o # #ig (heteronomous morality) =
¥ ALILE A & (Moral realism)
= Rules simply exist and can’t be broken

= Punishment is determined by how much the damage
is done, not the intention of the child or other
circumstances.

O p i (autonomous morality) =
& i 4/¢, (Morality of cooperation)

As children interact with others, develop perspective
taking abilities, and see different people have
different rules.

= People make rules and rules can be changed

= When rules are broken, both damage and intention
should be taken into account.




Kohlberg’s Stages of Moral
Development

o Evaluation of moral reasoning

= Presenting moral dilemmas or hypothetical
situations in which people must make difficult
decisions.

= Subjects are asked what the person who is
caught in the dilemma should do, and why.




A man’s dilemma

o A man’s wife is dying. There is one drug
that could save her, but it is very
expensive, and the druggist who invented
it will not sell it at a price low enough for
the man to buy it. Finally, the man
becomes desperate and considers stealing
the drug for his wife. What should he do,
and why?




Possible answers

1. Based on one’s perception:
= It is wrong to steal because he may get caught.

2. Based on rules or laws:
= Itis wrong to steal because it is against the law.

= It's right to steal because the man means well-he’s
trying to help his wife. But he will still have to pay
the druggist when he can or accept the penalty for
breaking the law.

3. Based on underlying values that’s different
from convention:
= It is not wrong to steal because human life must

be preserved. The worth of a human life is greater
than the worth of property.




Kohlberg’s Stages of Moral
Development (1963, 1975, 1981)

Sequence of stages of moral reasoning
1. Preconventional (= % &g 48 )

= Judgment is based solely on a person’s own
needs and perceptions
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Kohlberg’s Stages of Moral
Development (1963, 1975, 1981)

Sequence of stages of moral reasoning
2. Conventional (¥ &g 447 )
= The expectations of society and law are taken
Into account
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Kohlberg’s Stages of Moral
Development (1963, 1975, 1981)

Sequence of stages of moral reasoning

3. Postconventional (s % % 168 )

= Judgments are based on abstract, more
personal principles that are not necessarily
defined by society’s laws.
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Criticism
0 Moral behavior

= Moral reasoning does not highly relate to
moral behavior. Other factors affect behavior.

O Social conventions vs. moral issues

0 In reality those stages are not separated,
sequenced or consistent.

o Cultural differences in moral reasoning

= Did not address cultures where family or group
values are put before individuals.

m Favor western white male individualism




The morality of caring - difference
between man and woman
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1. iv# (Cheating)
= Most likely under the pressure to perform and the
chance of being caught is slim.
= How can teacher help students from cheating?




2. s77# = % (Aggression)
(1) 22 fFw
= Intentionally trying to harm others vs.
affirming or maintaining a legitimate right (assertiveness)
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= Aggressive kids believe that violence will be rewarded, and
they can get what they want by using it.

n B R

Television programs 82% in all, 70% unpunished, children’s
program worst, 32 acts per hour

Teachers should avoid using threats or aggression to win
obedience.
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