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The Cause of WWI
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The Assassination of Austrian Archduke Franz Ferdinand and his wife,Sarajevo, 1914
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Emphasis with 3 main resolutions

e Nationalism
* Imperialism
e Militarism

* The Alliance System



Nationalism

e Strong nationalism in the Balkans.

e Serbia, Bosnia, Russia, Germany, Austria, British,
France

* “Naitonal passions, unduly exalted in the decline of
religion, burned beneath the surface of every land
with fierce, if shrouded fires.” Winston Churchill



Imperialism

* Imperialistic rivalry stimulated hostile teelings
between some of the major European powers.

e the Moroccan crisis of 1905 (Britain builds closer
ties with France while Anglo-Russian Entente in

1907)




Militarism

German and Austrian military spending doubled
between 1910 and 1914.

Germany and France both assembled standing
armies of 800,000 men in 1914, with a million more
IN the reserves.

Failure of the peace conference of 1899 and 1907.
Unapologetic interest in the arm race and absolute

national sovereignty than with achieving
disarmament and arbitrating disputes.



The Alliance System

e Austria vs. Serbia
» Austria-Germany-Hungary

e Serbia-Russia-France-Belgium-Britain
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Your King and Country Need
YOU!

Come and Enlist with the

QUEBEC RIFLES

I71st Overseas Battalion

o] =

Someone is waiting for you at Headquarters
724 St. Peter Street or Y.M.C.A. Barracks
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du Datricr de Quabees



® - Triple Entente
® - Triple Alliance
® - the Balkans
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World War One Alliances 1914

B Triple Entente | i
Bl Triple Alliance & " >




FRIGHTE

FIRST WORLD
WAR







Causes of War



What is war”



ThomasHobbes

e 1588-1679

 Modern founder of the
social contract tradition

 Founder of western
political philosophy

 [eviathan (1651)



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_contract
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leviathan_(book)

Thomas Hobbes

absolutism for the sovereign

the fundamentals of European liberal thought: the
right of the individual;

the natural equality of all men;

the artificial character of the political order;

all legitimate political power must be
"representative” and based on the consent of the
people;

-a liberal interpretation of law which leaves people
free to do whatever the law does not explicitly forbid


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Absolute_monarchy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Classical_liberalism

Thomas Hobbes

Humans as being matter and motion, obeying the
same physical laws as other matter and motion;
Human nature as self-interested cooperation;
political communities as being based upon a "social
contract”


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_contract
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_contract

Leviathan

- doctrine of the foundation of
states and legitimate
governments and creating an
objective and political science
of morality
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/State_(polity)

Leviathan

- Leviathan was written during the English Civil War; much of
the book is occupied with demonstrating the necessity of a
strong central authority to avoid the evil of discord and civil
war.

- Each person would have a right, or license, to everything in
the world. This would lead to a "war of all against

all' (bellum omnium contra omnes)

- Society is a population beneath a sovereign authority, to
whom all individuals in that society cede some rights for the
sake of protection.

- Any power exercised by this authority can not be resisted
because the protector's sovereign power derives from
individuals' surrendering their own sovereign power for
protection. The individuals are thereby the authors of all
decisions made by the sovereign.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_Civil_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bellum_omnium_contra_omnes
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sovereign
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Authority

-Or Hobbes, war IS
‘of all against all.”



Carl von

Clausewitz

1780-1831

Prussian general
and military theorist
The "morals” of war
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Vom Kriege (On War)

e “war” as “an act of violence to compel the
opponent to do as we wish”

 “War is the continuation of politics by other means.”

e war is "a fascinating trinity—composed of
orimordial violence, hatred, and enmity, which are
to be regarded as a blind natural force; the play of
chance and probability, within which the creative
spirit Is free to roam; and its element of
subordination, as an instrument of policy, which
makes It subject to pure reason.’



For Clausewitz, war is
the sum of decisions,
actions, and reactions In
an uncertain and
dangerous context



Michel Foucault

1926-1984

* power/knowledge as a
form of social control
through societal
Institutions

e governmentality



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_control

Foucault on War

e “war’ as a ‘model” for understanding social relations
(Discipline and Punish 1975)

e “war’ is seen as a “strategy” for integrating a
differential field of power relations (History of Sexuality
1976)

* Jo understand social power we have to see macro-
level social relations (for instance, those between
‘experts and subjects” or 'men and women" or
"‘bourgeoisie and proletariat’) as emerging from a
‘micro-physics of power" by means of a resolution or
integration of a multiplicity or differential field of force
relations.



‘Soclety Must
Be Defended”

1975-1976

biopower

biopolitics

disciplinary power
regulatory power

to make live and to let die

MICHEL
Lot ALY

“SOCIETY MUST BE DEFENDED®

LECTURES
AT THE
COLLEGE DE ERANCE
1975-1976



"Society Must Be Defended”

War is generalized as a condition of relation.
“Politics is the continuation of war by other means.” (48)

“"The state acquired a monopoly on war.... War was a
practice that functioned only at the outer limit of the
State, it tended to become the technical and
professional prerogative of a carefully defined and
controlled military apparatus.” (48)

“War continues to rage in all the mechanism of power”;

‘war Is the moter behind institutions and order”; “peace
IS waging a secret war.” (50-1)



"Society Must Be Defended”

War is generalized as a condition of relation.
"Politics Is the continuation of war by other means.”

“The state acquired a monopoly on war.... War was
a practice that functioned only at the outer limit of
the State, it tended to become the technical and
professional prerogative of a carefully defined and
controlled military apparatus.”

“War continues to rage in all the mechanism of
power”; "war Is the moter behind institutions and
order”; "peace Is waging a secret war.”



For Foucault, war Is
the cipher of peace.
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https://ja.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E5%B2%A9%E6%B3%A2%E6%9B%B8%E5%BA%97
https://ja.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E8%AC%9B%E8%AB%87%E7%A4%BE%E5%AD%A6%E8%A1%93%E6%96%87%E5%BA%AB
https://ja.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E8%AC%9B%E8%AB%87%E7%A4%BE%E5%AD%A6%E8%A1%93%E6%96%87%E5%BA%AB
https://ja.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E7%89%B9%E5%88%A5:%E6%96%87%E7%8C%AE%E8%B3%87%E6%96%99/9784061597044
https://ja.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E3%81%A1%E3%81%8F%E3%81%BE%E6%96%B0%E6%9B%B8
https://ja.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E6%97%A5%E6%9C%AC%E6%94%BE%E9%80%81%E5%87%BA%E7%89%88%E5%8D%94%E4%BC%9A
https://ja.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E9%9D%92%E5%9C%9F%E7%A4%BE
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'S war rational or
irrational”



Voices from WW|I



Rupert Brooke
"The Soldier”



Fdward Thomas
‘Rain’



Siegried Sasson
"The General’



lvor Gurney
"1o HIs Love’



|lSaac Rosenberg
'‘Break of Day in the Trenches’



Wilfred Owen
‘Disabled’



Wilfred Owen

'Pretace”



Any Question”?



Questions for
Group Discussion



s War Rational?

Do you agree with the thinkers mentioned in class
(Hobbes, Clausewitz, Foucault, Takahashi) and
their arguments?

Analyze our assigned readings, did these poems
regard the Great War as rational?

In our time, do you consider war to be rational?
Why or why not”?



