Sonnet: If I Profane With My Unworthiest Hand (from “Romeo and Juliet”)

ORIGINAL TEXT

ROMEO
(taking JULIET’s hand) If I profane with my unworthiest hand
This holy shrine, the gentle sin is this:
My lips, two blushing pilgrims, ready stand
To smooth that rough touch with a tender kiss.

JULIET
Good pilgrim, you do wrong your hand too much,
Which mannerly devotion shows in this,
For saints have hands that pilgrims' hands do touch,
And palm to palm is holy palmers' kiss.

ROMEO
Have not saints lips, and holy palmers too?

JULIET
Ay, pilgrim, lips that they must use in prayer.

ROMEO
O, then, dear saint, let lips do what hands do.
They pray; grant thou, lest faith turn to despair.

JULIET
Saints do not move, though grant for prayers' sake.

ROMEO
Then move not, while my prayer’s effect I take.
(Kisses her)
Thus from my lips, by thine, my sin is purged.

JULIET
Then have my lips the sin that they have took.

ROMEO

Sin from my lips? O trespass sweetly urged!
Give me my sin again.
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JULIET
You kiss by th' book.




Modern Text
ROMEO
(taking JULIET’s hand) Your hand is like a holy place that my hand is unworthy to visit. If you’re offended by the touch of my hand, my two lips are standing here like blushing pilgrims, ready to make things better with a kiss.

JULIET
Good pilgrim, you don’t give your hand enough credit. By holding my hand you show polite devotion. After all, pilgrims touch the hands of statues of saints. Holding one palm against another is like a kiss.

ROMEO
Don’t saints and pilgrims have lips too?

JULIET
Yes, pilgrim—they have lips that they’re supposed to pray with.

ROMEO
Well then, saint, let lips do what hands do. I’m praying for you to kiss me. Please grant my prayer so my faith doesn’t turn to despair.

JULIET
Saints don’t move, even when they grant prayers.

ROMEO
Then don’t move while I act out my prayer.
(He kisses her.)
Now my sin has been taken from my lips by yours.

JULIET
Then do my lips now have the sin they took from yours?

ROMEO
Sin from my lips? You encourage crime with your sweetness. Give me my sin back.

(They kiss again)

JULIET
You kiss like you’ve studied how.

Vocabulary
Profane: showing no respect for a god or a religion, often through language
Profanity n.

Shrine: a place for worship that is holy because of a connection with a holy person or object
Enshrine v.: 1 to contain or keep something as if in a holy place:
2 If a political or social right is enshrined in something, it is protected by being included in it: 

Blush: to become pink in the face, usually from embarrassment
Pilgrim: a person who makes a journey, often a long and difficult one, to a special place for religious reasons

Mannerly: following polite ways of treating other people and behaving in public
Manners

Devotion: loyalty and love or care for someone or something
Devote… to…
Devoted adj.

Palm: the inside part of your hand from your wrist to the base of your fingers
Palmer: a pilgrim

Grant: to give or allow someone something, usually in an official way

Thou: you
Thine: yours

Purge: to get rid of something unwanted, harmful, or evil
Trespass: an offence in which you break a moral or religious law
Urge: to strongly advise or try to persuade someone to do a particular thing

Offend: to make someone upset or angry
Offence: an illegal act; a crime
Give credit to: to acknowledge and praise (someone for a good piece of work etc)

Grammar
Lest: in case, in order not to V 以免
… lest S (should) V
He must study hard, lest he should fail the exam.
He must study hard, lest he fail the exam.

Some children hide their talents and skills lest they should be bullied.
Some children hide their talents and skills lest they be bullied.

Dress up warmly, lest you should catch a cold.
Dress up warmly, lest you catch a cold.

They store up food and water, lest a war should break out.
They store up food and water, lest a war break out.

