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Basic Structure of a Research Paper
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Jigsaw Puzzle of a Research Paper
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Attributes of Paper Sections

⚫ Introduction the findings described, accompanied by 

variable amounts of commentary

⚫ Methods the findings interpreted, accompanied by

references to the hypotheses

⚫ Results to state motivation and to establish the           

readability of research questions

⚫ Discussion the narrowest part of a research paper, 

with detailed explanation 
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The Overall Narrative (Swales & Feak, 2012)
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report of facts (mostly)

elaboration on significance
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Creating a Research Space
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Ecological Niche
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Source: Tes Teach
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Move II: Create a Niche

 Options for Creating a Niche

➢ degrees of strength (pp. 348-9)

➢ degrees of negativity (pp. 350-1)

➢ neutral alternative (p. 352)
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Move III: Occupy the Niche

Tone

➢ descriptive / purposive / prescriptive

I. The findings obtained warrant the employment of this

proposed model in rectifying the flaw.

II. The aim of this investigation was to test the durability of

this newly applied material.

III. This study presents preliminary results for the application

of this forecasting system.

(p. 355)
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Move III: Occupy the Niche

Tone

➢ descriptive / purposive / prescriptive

I. The findings obtained warrant the employment of this

proposed model in rectifying the flaw. (prescriptive)

II. The aim of this investigation was to test the durability of

this newly applied material. (purposive)

III. This study presents preliminary results for the application

of this forecasting system. (descriptive)

(p. 355)

15



Move III: Occupy the Niche

Principal findings

➢ announced or not in the Introduction?

➢ Abstract – Introduction – Results

(p. 359)
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Findings in the Introduction?

 Avoid repetitive presentation of findings

◼ Findings in different forms:

➢ impact / value / potential

⚫ Impact on this field

⚫ Value of this study

⚫ Potential contribution

17



Findings in the Introduction?

 Avoid repetitive presentation of findings

◼ Findings in different forms:

➢ impact / value / potential

⚫ Impact on this field (Abstract)

⚫ Value of this study (Introduction)

⚫ Potential contribution (Results)

(p. 360)
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Assignments

 Introduction Move Analysis (5%)

➢ Analyze the Introduction structure (of your chosen journal paper)

according to our introduction analysis table.

➢ Table Upload Deadline: 21:00 on 5 / 3 (Wed.)

◼ Everyone is required to present a short talk in class, which

includes three aspects: organization, sentence pattern, and

wording.
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Thank you.
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