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PRI THHTZE R

Reflections on Education in Chinese Culture

Shihkuan Hsu*

Abstract

Although education in Chinese culture and its unique characteristics have
been discussed internationally, the topic has not received sufficient discussion
in Taiwan. The reflections in this article stem from a discussion group that
included local scholars of multiple disciplines, including history, anthropology,
and education, analyzing current educational problems. This article focuses on
the influence of the imperial examination system, which lasted over a thousand
years—from ancient China to 1905. Both the positive outcomes, such as
producing upward social mobility, and the negative consequences, such as the
effect of failing examinations, are addressed. The goal of selecting virtuous
scholars to become government officers through the imperial examination
system was well established in the past, but such goals are no longer supported
by the current school curriculum and content of the examination. It is
suggested that the educational reform should acknowledge the problems and
difficulties associated with such disorientation and invest efforts in figuring out
the new directions for education.

Keywords: Chinese culture, vocational high school system, imperial
examination system, Comprehensive Assessment Program for

Junior High School Students, educational problems
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